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$63,000  and  counting... 


VIOLATION  NOTICE 


The  most  frusti 


age  on  campus 


by  Kristine  McCaffrey 

Have  you  ever  wondered  just  how  much 
money  is  made  in  parking  tickets  at  FSC.1 
According  to  Carolyn  Reidy-Ruberti.  head  of 
parking  FSC.  about  S63.000  has  been  accumulat- 
ed over  this  school  year,  so  far,  from  ticket  vio- 
lations. Last  year  approximately  8,000  tickets 
were  given  out.  Reidy-Ruberti  estimates  that  the 
same  amount  will  probably  be  given  out  in  total 
this  year. 

Resident  students  who  park  overnight  in  unau- 
thorized parking  lots  make  the  most  common 
violations.  The  fine  for  this  type  of  violation  is 
$15.  A  reason  why  this  may  be  a  problem  could 
be  the  fact  that  there  are  too  many  cars  given 
parking  stickers  and  not  enough  spaces  provided 
for  these  cars.  As  of  Feb.  1st.  1,858  commuter 
stickers  were  given  out  as  well  as  962  resident 
stickers,  informed  Reidy-Ruberti.  According  to 
Admissions  tour  guide  statistics  there  are  just 
over  1 .000  spaces  on  campus,  but  Reidy-Ruberti 
wants  to  make  it  clear  that  just  because  2,820 
stickers  were  given  out.  it  does  not  mean  that 
there  are  2,820  cars  on  campus.  She  wants  to 
remind  students  that  commuters  are  often  given 
more  than  one  sticker  because  they  often  have  to 
use  whatever  family  car  is  available.  A  com- 
muter having  several  stickers  for  separate  cars  is 


customary. 

Many  resident  students  as  well 
as  commuters  recently  graduated 
in  January  and  no  longer  park  here 
and  new  transfer  students  have 
arrived  on  campus  and  are  in  need 
of  stickers.  Reidy-Ruberti  esti- 
mates that  850  would  be  a  more 
reasonable  number  to  describe  the 
number  of  residential  cars  on  cam- 
pus A  total  tally  of  cars  on  campus 
is  not  kept  on  record  at  the  campus 
police  station. 

FSC's  parking  regulations  are 
somewhat  unusual  for  a  college 
campus  because  they  allow  resi- 
dential freshmen  to  have  cars  on 
campus.  Reidy-Ruberti  says  that  it  would  be 
"discriminatory"  to  not  allow  freshmen  to  have 
cars.  She  also  mentions  that  it  is  a  "recruitment 
tool"  to  encourage  prospective  student  to  attend 
FSC.  Many  prospect  students  and  parents  raise 
an  eyebrow  in  surprise,  and  joy,  that  freshman 
are  allowed  to  park  on  campus  and  for  no  extra 
charge. 

"We  need  to  be  realists,"  said  Reidy-Ruberti, 
who  later  explained  that  the  majority  of  FSC  stu- 
dents need  to  work  in  order  to  help  pay  for  their 
college  tuition,  and  in  order  to  work,  they  need  a 
way  of  transportation.  According  to  her,  at  one 
time  FSC  had  a  difficult  time  filling  up  the  park- 
ing lots.  "We  never  thought  we'd  have  this  many 
cars!" 

So  where  does  all  this  money  go  that  is  col- 
lected from  these  violations?  According  to 
Reidy-Ruberti  all  but  nine  percent  goes  to  schol- 
arships for  FSC  students.  The  remaining  nine 
percent  goes  to  campus  police  for  the  purchase  of 


Just  one  of  the  estimated  8,000  parking  tickets  given  out  by 
Fitchburg  State  police  this  school  year 


"parking  stickers,  parking  ticket  booklets  and 
computers  to  store  parking  data  and  information" 
for  the  following  year.  Reidy-Ruberti  claims 
that,  by  law,  the  rest  of  the  money  must  be  turned 
over  to  the  parking  scholarship  fund. 

The  parking  scholarship  cannot  be  found  in 
this  year's  general  application  booklet  put  out  by 
the  Financial  Aid  Office.  According  to  Pam 
McCafferty,  Director  of  Financial  Aid,  there  is 
no  longer  a  scholarship  by  that  name.  The 
money  from  the  violations  is  put  into  the  general 
scholarship  fund  for  need  based  awards  only  and 
are  not  for  awarded  for  merit. 

There  are  still  three  more  months  left  in  the 
semester  and  already  $63,000  has  been  collected 
in  fines.  So  unless  you  are  looking  to  boost  the 
amount  of  money  in  the  general  scholarship 
fund,  one  might  want  to  be  careful  not  to  park  in 
restricted  areas.  However,  maybe  you  can  get 
some  back  by  applying  for  a  scholarship. 


MASCAC 
Fever 


Men's  Basketball  vs.  Framingham  State 
Women's  Basketball  vs.  Westfield 
Men's  Ice  Hockey  vs.  Wentworth 

Turn  to  the  Sports  Section  for  results 


Letter    from    the    Editor 


As  I  sit  here  sipping  the  last  drops  of  my  fours 
cup  of  coffee  laced  with  too  much  sugar,  I've  got 
only  one  thing  to  say:  GOD  BLESS  DUNKIN'S! 
These  Styrofoam  cups  have  been  my  companions 
on  many  long  nights  and  blisteringly  early  morn- 
ings. The  'fresh'  aroma  makes  my  head  spin 
when  a  fellow  student  brings  his  cup  to  class.  I 
would  love  to  reinstate  the  old  elementary  school 
rule  that  if  you  don't  bring  enough  for  the  entire 
class...  yada  yada  yada. 

I've  found  that  in  the  past  few  days,  okay 
maybe  I  mean  weeks  or  months,  I  can't  get 
enough  coffee.  Even  when  they  mess  up  my 
order,  as  they  so  regularly  do  and  I  only  figure 
this  out  after  speeding  away  from  the  drive 
through,  I'm  sure  to  gulp  down  the  entire  cup 
after  a  few  moments  of  carefully  chosen  com- 
plaints. In  fact  I  think  I  may  have  cracked  their 
code,  so  when  I  want  a  large  French  vanilla  I 
must  order  a  small  regular.  Though  I'm  not  sure 
if  this  is  a  universal  Dunkin  Donuts  language  or 
strictly  limited  to  the  facilities  in  this  area. 

Boy,  do  I  have  great  things  to  say  about  'The 
Great  One.'  How  many  ounces  is  that  exactly? 
All  I  know  is  I'll  have  to  make  quite  a  few  runs 


to  the  ladies'  room  before  fin- 
ishing that  castle  of  coffee. 
'The  Great  One'  is  my  top 
choice  for  long  car  rides. 
They  last  the  entire  trip. 
WARNING:  these  big  things 
take  a  while  to  cool  off;  sip- 
ping is  recommended. 

And  there's  nothing  like  a 
late  night  Dunkies  run  to  bond  with  buds,  espe- 
cially if  it's  during  the  crunch  time  of  the  semes- 
ter when  it  seems  like  all  papers  are  due  with  in 
the  same  two  days.  No  better  an  opportunity  to 
complain  about  classes  than  while  en  route  to  the 
fortress  that  provides  the  necessary  treasure  for 
many  students  to  make  it  through  the  semester. 
Sometimes  it  seems  like  there  is  a  spec- 
tacular chemical  reaction  when  I  down  that  warm 
drink  of  delight.  When  mixed  with  my  blood, 
I'm  often  not  sure  if  it  is  me  or  the  caffeine  doing 
the  actual  writing.  Though  I  doubt  that  it  matters, 
it  could  just  be  a  placebo  effect. 

But  the  uses  of  coffee  go  far  beyond  crunch- 
ing and  cramping  to  get  everything  done.  By  far 
one  of  the  best  ways  to  end  a  busy  week  is  sitting 


back,  cup  in  hand  while  listening  to  the 
smooth  sounds  of  Frank  Sinatra  (or  insert 
favorite  music  artist  here).  With  each  gulp, 
gripes  seem  to  go  further  and  further  away. 
My  wallet,  though  not  my  mind  frame,  is 
glad  that  there  is  no  Dunkin  Donuts  in  the 
Commuter  Cafeteria.  I'd  be  on  a  constant 
rush  of  caffeine,  complete  with  the  eye-pop- 
ping sensation.  In  addition,  I  consider  my 
trips  Dunkins  and  as  treat.  If  it  were  on  campus, 
it  would  become  part  of  my  daily  routine  and  the 
ceremonial  trip  would  loose  some  of  its  spark. 
Wait  a  second  who  am  I  kidding?  Forgive 
me,  those  last  few  sentences  was  a  lame  attempt 
to  rationalize  my  disgruntled  feelings  that  I  can't 
always  have  my  coffee.  Uh  oh,  'disgruntled  feel- 
ings;' it  must  be  time  for  another  cup.  I'm  not  a 
happy  camper  if  I'm  tired  and  cranky  without  the 
attainment  of  coffee's  soothing  effects  to  be  in  the 
near  future.  I  swear,  it's  not  going  to  be  a  pretty 
sight  if  they  stick  me  with  hazelnut  again.  Nev- 
ertheless, I'll  still  drink  it. 

-Amy  S.  Bobrowski 
Editor-in-Chief 


Year-round 
Valentine's  Day 


By  Sandy  J.  Cardenas-Tessier 

People  who  have  fallen  in  love  at 
least  once  in  their  lives  can  consider 
themselves  privileged,  very  fortu- 
nate to  have  felt  the  most  wonderful 
feeling  in  the  world.  At  some  point 
in  our  lives,  there  is  always  that  one 
person  that  made  such  an  impact  in 
our  life,  someone  we  never  seemed 
to  get  over,  and  usually  that  person 
lingers  on  in  our  thoughts,  our  mem- 
ories and  mostly  in  our  hearts.  That 
person  would  always  be  the  love  of 
our  lives. 

These  days  where  people  don't 
have  time  to  do  anything  out  of  their 
routine  schedule,  it  may  be  hard  to 
stop  and  think  about  love,  what  it 
means  or  how  it  feels.  Love  may 
possibly  fall  into  that  routine  that 
people  get  used  to  and  without  real- 
izing it,  we  take  it  for  granted.  The 
love  of  our  lives  may  be  slipping 


away  and  we  don't  even  see  it  until 
it  is  too  late. 

With  Valentine's  Day  just  passed, 
the  rush  to  buy  chocolates  and  roses 
is  over  for  another  year.  It  is  sad  that 
a  day  of  love  is  celebrated  once  a 
year,  instead  of  year  round.  What 
makes  it  even  more  devastating  is 
that  Valentine's  Day  has  become 
more  and  more  commercialized, 
such  as  Christmas.  The  price  of 
roses,  in  February,  goes  up  so  high. 
But  people  go  out  and  pay  these 
high  prices  either  way,  encouraging 
this  commercialization  even  more. 

As  far  as  love  is  concerned,  it 
should  be  celebrated  every  day  of 
our  lives.  Love  isn't  an  obligation, 
so  people  shouldn't  feel  obligated  to 
precisely  buy  something  on  a  spe- 
cific day.  Love  is  such  a  beautiful 
thing  that  should  not  need  a 
reminder. 
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OPINION 


Change  of  season  brings 
change  of  environment 

By  Sharlene  K.  Gugarty 

Well,  I  have  finally  emerged  from  the  feverish  fog  that  enveloped  me 
three  weeks  ago  and,  once  again,  I  am  making  my  daily  trek  to  Fitchburg. 
After  making  this  journey  for  more  years  than  I  care  to  count,  first  to  con- 
nect with  my  husband  when  he  was  a  student  and  now  to  attend  my  own 
classes,  I  admit  the  drive  has  become  rather  routine.  There  are  days  I  arrive 
at  the  Civic  Center  with  no  clear  recollection  of  having  passed  many  of  my 
daily*  landmarks.  It  is  as  though  my  Hyundai  has  some  sort  of  homing 
device  and  it  drives  itself  here  without  any  input  from  me. 

This  morning  as  I  drove  back  to  school  for  the  first  time  since  mid-Jan- 
uary, 1  was  acutely  aware  of  the  changes  that  my  route  has  gone  through  in 
my  absence.  Construction  of  a  new  access  road  to  an  office  park  is  coming 
along  nicely.  (Isn't  it  ironic  that  the  steps  needed  to  build  a  road  through 
Orchard  Hill  involve  remov ing  all  the  trees  and  flattening  the  terrain?)  A 
new  branch  of  the  bank  that  I  have  my  car  loan  with  just  opened  in  Leomin- 
ster. Since  it's  right  on  my  daily  route  I  suppose  I  will  have  no  excuse  for 
those  perennially  late  payments. 

Campus  Pizza  is  rising  like  a  phoenix  from  its  ashes.  The  foundation 
was  barely  poured  when  I  was  here  last,  and  today  there  are  windows  and 
walls  on  the  new  building  and  signs  touting  not  only  the  rebirth,  but  even 
the  temporary  location  of  the  business. 

Some  things,  however,  remain  unchanged.  The  folks  at  Burger  King  and 
Blockbuster  are  among  the  many  merchants  on  my  route  still  honoring  our 
servicemen  and  women.  The  Tri-Town  Drive-In  sign  proudly  sings  praises 
of  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave.  Nineteen  cents  is  still  the 
going  rate  for  a  box  of  macaroni  and  cheese  or  a  pound  of  chicken  at  the 
Save-A-Lot. 

Now  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  February,  the  longest  month  of  the  year 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  nice  to  take  stock  of  our  surroundings.  The 
winter  debris-mottled  gray  frozen  gobs  of  iced-over  snow  cling  to  the  cor- 
ners of  parking  lots.  Salty  sand  that  has  outlived  its  usefulness  on  slippery 
roads  now  piles  on  streets  and  walkways  turning  into  miniature  sand- 
storms, stinging  our  faces  at  every  slight  breeze. 

I  think  that  we  New  Englanders  cherish  our  spring  so  much  because  we 
have  to  go  through  February  to  get  there. 

The  Bell  Curve  ^sl 
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Just  the  way  she  is 


By     Sandy  J.  Cardenas- 
Tessier 

When  it  comes  to 
famous  names  of  female 
singers  the  first  names  that 
may  come  to  mind  may  be 
Mariah  Carey  or  Whitney 
Houston.  It  is  possible  that 
the  name  Diana  Cardenas 
does  not  ring  a  bell.  Maybe 
not  around  here,  but  if  that 
name  were  pronounced  in 
Quito,  Ecuador  it  would 
have  the  same  reaction  as 
any  of  us  hearing  Mariah  or  Whit- 
ney. Diana  Cardenas  is  my  sister. 

Sometimes  careers  get  started 
when  one  may  least  expect  it.  A 
family  friend  who  owned  a  record- 
ing studio  asked  Diana  to  sing  for 
fun,  to  test  the  equipment.  Needless 
to  say  she  impressed  him  a  lot.  The 
recording  of  her  singing  ended  up  in 
one  of  the  most  important  music 
producers  in  the  country. 

When  the  time  to  meet  this  pro- 
ducer came,  she  was  speechless.  He 
wasn't.  He  expected  the  beautiful 
voice  he  listened  to  on  the  recording 
to  have  a  body  that  would  match  the 
standards  of  the  society,  which  is  a 
thin  ballerina  type.  The  truth  is 
Diana  is  a  full  figured  and  tall 
woman.  The  producer  suggested  a 
strict  diet  for  weight  loss  in  order 
for  her  to  be  able  to  perform  live  and 
give  interviews.  Diana  very  calmly 
and  pacific  replied:  "if  you  are  look- 
ing for  a  Barbie  doll,  you  are  wast- 
ing my  time.  If  you  are  looking  for  a 
real  singer,  here  I  am.  Take  it  or 
leave  it!"  At  that  time,  this  was  a 
risk  she  was  taking,  possibly  losing 
a  once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity  to 
work  with  such  a  producer  by  her 
remarks. 

Standing  up  to  him  and  for  what 
she  believed  in  showed  him  and 
everyone  else  what  she  was  made 
of.  From  that  moment  on,  the  buzz 


in  the  industry  about 
Diana's  impressive 
voice  got  around  and 
her  phone  started  ring- 
ing off  the  hook.  She 
was  hired  to  perform  as 
the  opening  act  for  such 
famous  Latin  American 
singers  as  Ricardo 
Arjona  and  Alejandro 
Fernandez  are.  Diana's 
voice  was  also  heard  on 
all  radio  stations, 
singing  a  variety  of 
commercials  and  station  identifica- 
tions. Most  valuable  to  her  was  the 
response  she  had  from  her  fans. 
They  overlooked  the  fact  that  she 
didn't  have  a  size  zero  figure;  she 
was  loved  either  way.  What  people 
loved  about  her  besides  her  voice 
was  her  personality.  She  was  very 
humble,  with  both  feet  on  the 
ground. 

In  a  society  that  is  obsessed  with 
having  the  perfect  body  and  looks 
overall,  Diana  was  able  to  conquer 
territory  under  her  own  terms.  She 
was  able  to  confront  audiences,  who 
at  first  judged  her  by  her  "not  size 
zero"  looks.  She  was  also  able  to 
demonstrate  the  critics  that  the  per- 
fect body 

isn't  always  what  the  public  wants. 
As  Diana  walks  down  the  streets 
of  Quito,  to  this  day  people  who  rec- 
ognize her  and  ask  for  autographs 
constantly  stop  her.  People  usually 
want  to  know  when  her  next  perfor- 
mance is,  even  though  she  is  only  in 
town  for  a  two-week  vacation.  She 
earned  the  respect  of  critics,  audi- 
ences and  fellow  musicians.  "You 
need  to  go  out  there  and  show  them 
who  you  are,  and  not  let  anybody  or 
anything  shape  you  into  something 
you're  not." 


NI1WS 


Alvin  Riley  of  ACCESS  gives  a  presentation  on  the  history  of  Black  Heritage 
Month  on  Feb.  5  in  the  Campus  Center  Lounge.  Black  Heritage  Month,  which  hon- 
ors the  contributions  of  people  of  African  descent  in  the  U.S.,  will  be  celebrated 
with  events  scheduled  throughout  February  at  FSC. 


New  medical  help  is  here 


Melanie  A.  Fer- 
guson: New 
Nurse  Practitioner 
to  Fitchburg  State 
College  Student 
Health  Services  is 
happy  to 
announce  that 
Melanie  A.  Fer- 
guson is  a  new 
member  of  our 
clinical  staff.  She 
is  a  Certified  Adult  Nurse 
Practitioner  who  received 
her  Masters  in  Nursing  from 
Simmons  College,  Boston, 
Massachusetts  and  her 
Bachelors  in  Nursing  from 
Fitchburg  State  College. 

Melanie  has  had  a  variety 
of  clinical  experiences  hav- 
ing worked  at  Pro-Health  in 
Fitchburg  for  five  years  pro- 


viding routine  gynecologi- 
cal care.  Most  recently  she 
worked  for  Harvard  Van- 
guard Medical  Associates 
in  their  Urgent  Care  Depart- 
ment from  1995  to  2000 
where  she  assessed  and  pro- 
vided episodic  care  and 
treatment  for  a  variety  of  ill- 
nesses and  injuries. 
Melanie  will  be  working 
Mondays  and  Fridays  in 
Student  Health  Services. 


Feel  free  to  drop  by  and  offer 
Melanie  a  warm  welcome  to 
FSC! 


Civic  Center 

parking  not  so 

civil 


by  Ben  Gleason 

The  vandalism  incident  at  the 
Wallace  Civic  Center  where  three 
cars  were  severely  damaged  this 
month,  sparked  controversy 
between  city  and  campus  police 
officers  over  who's  responsibility  it 
is  to  patrol  that  particular  lot. 
According  to  Campus  Police,  it  is 
out  of  their  jurisdiction  after  6:30 
p.m.,  because  that's  when  the  shut- 
tles stop  running.  On  the  other  hand, 
city  police  state  that  it  is  up  to  the 
Campus  Police  to  patrol  the  lot 
because  most  of  the  cars  that  are 
parked  there  belong  to  FSC  stu- 
dents. 

Three  cars  were  severely  van- 
dalized by  a  baseball  bat,  which  was 
left  on  the  scene  early  Wed.  morn- 
ing in  the  Wallace  Civic  Center  on 
the  John  Fitch  Highway  near  the 
FSC  campus.  Six  individuals  have 
been  apprehended  by  authorities 
and  were  later  released.  Police 
responded  to  a  disturbance  around 
12:00  a.m.,  where  they  then 
engaged  in  a  high-speed  chase  that 
ended  down  near  the  retirement 
housing  on  the  John  Fitch  Highway. 
A  mid-nineties  Ford  Explorer  carry- 
ing six  individuals,  threes  males  and 
three  females,  were  in  the  vehicle 
responsible  for  the  damage  at  the 
Civic  Center.  Glass  from  the 
smashed  car's  windows  was  found 
in  the  suspect's  vehicle. 

All  three  of  the  cars  parked  in  the 
Wallace  Civic  Center,  that  is  leased 
to  FSC  for  overflow  parking,  had  all 
of  their  windows  smashed.  Fitch- 
burg City  Police  estimate  the  dam- 
age to  be  thousands  of  dollars.  The 
first  officer  to  respond  to  the  distur- 
bance call  was  FSC  campus  police 
Officer  Kullman;  he  was  the  first  to 
assess  the  damage.  The  owners 
(most  of  them  parents)  of  the  van- 


dalized vehicles  were  also  notified. 

Two  FSC  students  who  wish  to 
remain  anonymous  reported  the  ini- 
tial disturbance  call.  According  to 
an  eyewitness,  "I  just  pulled  in  to 
turn  around  and  I  saw  some  scurry- 
ing around  near  some  of  the  parked 
cars."  As  the  eyewitness  turned 
around  to  pull  out,  the  Ford  Explor- 
er pulled  out  and  tried  to  run  the 
them  off  the  road.  "This  is  when  I 
noticed  that  the  explorer  was  up  to 
no  good."  The  eyewitness  then 
reported  what  he  saw  to  the  Campus 
Police. 

Chief  of  Campus  Police  ,  Brian 
McCullough,  explained  that  FSC 
only  leases  the  lot  from  7AM  to 
6:30PM,  that  is  when  the  FSC  shut- 
tle service  runs.  After  that  time  the 
FSC  campus  police  are  out  of  their 
jurisdiction.  McCullough  also 
explained  that  the  Civic  center  lot  is 
"a  park  at  your  own  risk  lot."  When 
asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to  con- 
vert more  lots  to  24-hour  parking, 
he  replied  that  it  is  unlikely  that 
would  ever  happen  because  of  the 
teaching  union  mandates. 

These  mandates  state  that  all 
employees  (faculty  and  staff)  must 
have  a  parking  lot  close  by  to  where 
they  work,  and  if  these  mandate 
requirements  are  not  met  the  faculty 
and  staff  could  be  able  to  file-griev- 
ances against  the  school. 

McCullough  advises  students 
who  cannot  find  parking  spots  at 
night  to  bite  the  bullet  and  park  in  a 
lot  such  as  Lower  Weston,  and  to 
just  move  the  car  in  the  morning. 

-Kristine  McCaffrey  contributed  to 
this  article. 
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Spring    break. 


alternative    stlye 


By  Samantha  Baker 

It  was  not  too  long 
ago  that  we  came  back 
from  winter  break  and 
began  classes  again.  And 
now  we  just  have  a  few 
more  weeks  of  classes 
before  we  are  on  break 
again. ..Spring  Break.  So 
what  will  you  be  doing 
for  Spring  Break?  Will 
you  be  escaping  the  cold 
New  England  weather 
and  traveling  to  a  warm 
place  like  Mexico  or  the 
Bahamas?  Or  are  you 
simply  going  home  for  a 
week  and  either  relaxing, 
or  working  at   a  job? 

Everyone  has  different  Tnese  s'x  students  are  among  the  15  from  FSC  that  will  be  lending  a 
plans  for  Spring  Break   as  Part  °^ tne  Alternative  Spring  Break  Program, 
and  that  includes  a  group  of  1 5  FSC  students,     trip  from  a  cousin  who  went  on  it  at  another  col- 


hand  in  South  Carolina 


This  group  of  students  will  be  traveling  down  to 
Sutter,  South  Carolina,  but  not  to  spend  time  on 
the  beach,  instead  they  will  be  doing  community 
service.. 

The  Alternative  Spring  Break,  coordinated 
through  the  Volunteer  Center,  is  an  opportunitx 
for  students  to  do  something  constructive  and 
rewarding  during  their  spring  break.  Mike  Hea- 
gerty.  a  sophomore,  says  he  "likes  building  things 
and  the  trip  is  a  way  to  spend  spring  break,  by 
helping  out."  This  is  the  third  year  that  FSC  has 
had  an  Alternative  Spring  Break,  and  it  is  more 
popular  than  ever.  According  to  Christina  Mosca, 
head  of  the  Volunteer  Center,  the  trip  filled  up 
only  two  days  after  the  informational  meeting 
last  semester. 

This  year,  the  group  will  be  working  through 
Habitat  for  Humanity.  Carrie  Dion,  also  a  sopho- 
more, heard  about  the  Alternative  Spring  Break 


lege.  "It  sounded  like  fun  so  I  decided  to  look  up 
some  information  about  it  online."  She  then 
worked  with  Mosca  and  the  Volunteer  Center  to 
arrange  the  trip. 

The  group  of  students  will  be  driving  down  to 
South  Carolina  to  help  build  several  houses. 
While  there,  from  Mar.  9th- 1 6th.  the  15  students 
will  be  working  on  2  houses.  For  one  house,  they 
will  be  concentrating  on  the  interior.  This 
involves  painting,  flooring  and  more.  The  second 
house  involves  exterior  work,  like  siding  and 
shingling.  Although  they  will  be  spending  most 
of  the  days  doing  work,  the  students  are  looking 
forward  to  this  trip.  According  to  Mosca,  "They 
really  want  to  go,  and  some  are  planning  for  next 
year."  Colleen  Montgomery  and  Michelle  Hiatt 
are  among  the  students  who  can't  wait  to  go  on 
the  trip.  They  both  agree  that  it  will  be  a  lot  of  fun 
and  that  they  are  excited  about  the  trip  and  help- 


ing out. 

In  order  to  get  the 
funds  for  this  trip, 
the    students    have 
been         collecting 
money  several  dif- 
ferent ways.  Besides 
asking    clubs    and 
offices    for    dona- 
tions, the  students 
have      also      been 
doing  fund-raising. 
The     flowers     that 
were  sold  for  Valen- 
tine's Day  were  a 
part  of  the  fund-rais- 
ing for  the  Alterna- 
tive  Spring   Break, 
along      with      the 
Valentine's       Day 
luncheon.  There  are 
also  plans  to  do  some  fund-raising  later  on  this 
semester  so  money  can  be  raised  for  next  year's 
trip. 

The  Alternative  Spring  Break  has  become 
more  popular  each  year.  You  may  not  have  been 
able  to  go  on  this  year's  trip  because  of  the  limit- 
ed room,  but  there  will  still  be  a  trip  next  year, 
possibly  two  trips.  The  Volunteer  Center  has  been 
thinking  about  doing  two  trips  for  next  year.  One 
trip  would  be  somewhat  local,  like  Maine  or  New 
York,  and  the  other  trip  would  be  farther  away.  If 
your  interested  in  the  Alternative  Spring  Break, 
there  may  be  several  opportunities  next  year,  just 
remember  to  sign  up  early.  The  Alternative 
Spring  Break  is  a  great  experience  for  the  stu- 
dents and  a  great  volunteer  project,  but  that  is  not 
the  only  volunteering  you  can  do.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  working  on  any  volunteer  projects,  you 
can  stop  by  the  Volunteer  Center  in  the  Ham- 
mond Building,  or  call  the  office  at  x3649. 


SGA  date  auction  succeeds  in  all  areas 


By.  Robin  L.  Kanter 

The  Pub  was  jumping  with  people  on  February  13,  2002 
as  the  SGA  Date  Auction  began.  1 1  girls  and  1 0  guys  were 
auctioned  off  that  night.  Money  in  hands  the  bids  went 
quick.  The  night  began  with  some  light  dancing  and  then 
the  time  came  and  the  bidding  begun.  The  Pub  was  deco- 
rated with  red  and  white  streamers,  and  balloons  surround- 
ing the  place.  The  auctioneer  for  the  night  was  Rico  Suave, 
AKA  Vatche  Arabian,  a  representative  for  the  class  of 
2005. 

The  auctionees  brought  some  humor  to  the  stage.   The 


girls  were  the  first  to  be  auctioned  off.  Freshman  Nikki 
Berthiaume  was  asked  the  question,  "What  would  do  a  mil- 
lion dollars?"  Her  response  was,  "Nothing  you  are  think- 
ing of  sweetie!"  Everyone  was  sold  for  a  fair  price.  One 
girl  was  even  bought  by  the  bar  that  night.  The  bar  bought 
Amber  for  S10. 

The  men  were  up  next  and  they  went  a  little  farther  than 
the  women.  Justin  was  asked  by  a  young  woman  in  the 
audience,  "What  his  idea  of  the  perfect  date?"  He  answer 
was  "Dinner  and  whatever  makes  her  happy." 

Mike  told  the  audience  that  he  would  take  an  article  of 
clothing  off  for  every  ten  dollars  that  was  bid  on  him.  He 


took  off  his  shoes,  watch,  shirt,  and  his  belt.  He  earned  $50 
that  night.  The  last  person  to  be  auctioned  off  that  night 
was  a  Marine  named  Tom.  He  was  asked,  "If  you're  a  true 
Marine,  then  you  would  drop  and  give  me  20."  He  did 
exactly  that.  The  audience  counted  and  Tom  did  20 
pushups. 

The  night  ended  and  everyone  was  bought  and  happy. 
SGA  raised  about  $400  for  the  Alternative  Spring  Break.  It 
was  a  night  full  of  fun  and  we  all  hope  to  see  it  again  next 
year. 


Afj£ 

Students  get  an  amazing  Taste  of  Soulfullness' 


By  Andy  Levine 

On  February  21, 
Marc  Renel  Vital,  an 
FSC  alumni  of  '97 
hosted  and  organized 
"A  Taste  of  Soulfull- 
ness" as  part  of  the 
school's  month  long 
celebration  of  Black 
History  month. 

Held  in  the  under-  Performs  with  the  open 

ground     pub,     the  mic 
show  featured  sever- 
al performers,  a  live  band  and  an 
open  mic  that  allowed  people  to  do, 


FSC  student  Kurt  Simon 


Vital  performed 
passionate  episodes 
of  freestyle  rap  to  go 
along  with  hosting 
the  successful  event. 
He  spends  his  life  as 
a  singer,  a  poet,  and 
of  course  an  MC. 
"My  passion  is 
music,  being  on  stage. 
It's  a  way  to  connect 
with     god,"     claims 
Vital  with  a  great  ener- 
gy and  unbridled  innocence  in  his 
voice. 


included         was  ^^nmg/&mM^gwgmmm^mm        college    took    the 

sure  of  knowing  Event  organizer  Marc  Renel  to  celebrate  great 
him  for  two  Vital  freestlyes  for  the  crowd  music  very  talented 
years.  people. 

During  the  second  half  of  the       Vital,  who  is  currently  working  on 
night,  the  stage  and  band  held  an    his  own  musci  album,  says  that  the 


well,  whatever  they  wanted  to  do. 


Another  performer  that  was 


open  mic  session  where  several  stu- 
dents and  people  associated  with  the 


goal  of  the  event  was  to  communi- 
cate beauty  in  it's  many  forms 


'I  Am  Sam'  brings  out 
emotional  spectrum 


By  Roger 
Roy 

'I  Am 
Sam'  is 

touching.  I 
have  to 

admit  it.  Not 
in  a  tearjerk- 
er  way,  but 
in  a  nice 
way.  You 
can  easily 
sympathize 
with  the 
characters. 

Sam  and 

Lucy  are  father  and  daughter,  Sam  (Sean 
Penn),  a  mentally  challenged  (he  has  the 
mind  of  a  seven  year  old)  man  that  instant- 
ly becomes  a  single  parent  when  the  as 
soon  as  the  mom  gets  out  of  the  hospital. 
He  some  how  raises  Lucy  with  help  from  a 
secluded  neighbor.  On  Lucy's  eighth  birth- 
day, child  protective  services  take  Lucy 
away  from  Sam,  because  Lucy  has  sur- 
passed her  father's  level  in  intelligence. 
Sam  tries  to  get  her  back  by  going  through 
the  courts  where  he  meets  a  lawyer  who 
needs  a  reality  check  to  learn  and  not  to 
take  things  in  life  for  granted. 

'I  Am  Sam'  was  well  acted.  All  I  can  say 
is  Sean  Penn  He  brought  so  many  emo- 
tions to  this  movie.  Admiration.  Courage. 
Sadness.  Happiness.  Anger.  So  many  were 
hit  right  on  the  mark.  And  if  he  missed,  the 
emotions  were  picked  up  by  the  supporting 
cast. 

Newcomer,  Dakota  Fanning,  as  Lucy,  is 


wonder- 
ful. Lucy 
is  charm- 
ing and 
loveable. 
She  is 
also 
unbeliev- 
a  b  1  y 
smart  for 
her  age 
She  is  the 
only  thing 
right  in 
Sam's 
life.  She 
is  hope.  She  is  everything  to  Sam.  When 
she  is  taken  away,  your  heart  will  break. 

Michelle  Pfeiffer,  as  Rita  the  lawyer,  a 
pleasant  surprise  for  the  movie.  Rita  is  so 
vain  that  she  takes  Sam's  case  just  to  save 
face  in  front  of  her  colleagues.  She  is  too 
busy,  even  for  her  own  son.  All  she  cares 
about  is  winning.  She  is  heartless.  Howev- 
er, you  learn  of  her  troubles  in  life  and 
eventually  she  blossoms  during  the  movie. 
The  movie  was  filmed  beautifully.  Sam 
is  mentally  challenged.  His  whole  world  is 
dizzy  and  confusing.  The  camera  move- 
ments simply  displayed  how  Sam  was  feel- 
ing and  set  the  mood,  a  perfect  way  for  it 
to  be  done. 

This  movie  is  a  real  must.  I  cannot  stress 
it  enough.  It's  a  thinking  movie.  I  would 
suggest  this  for  anyone  who  likes  to  look  at 
reality  from  a  side  we  haven't  really  seen. 


Hart's  War'  pleases 
but  not  impresses 


By  Roger  Roy 

"Hart's  War"  is 
surprising.  With- 
out giving  away 
too  much,  I  will 
tell  you  that  this 
is  one  of  those 
movies  where 
the  preview  of 
the  movie  did  not 
accurately  por- 
tray the  movie  for  what  it  actually  is. 
The  movie's  trailer  portrayed  it  as  an 
action  movie  about  a  last-chance  effort 
to  escape  a  Nazi  concentration  camp. 
But  it  is  more  of  a  character  movie. 

US  soldiers  are  captured  during 
WWII  by  the  Germans  and  sent  to  a 
POW  camp.  All  of  the  American  sol- 
dier are  white,  until  two  African-Amer- 
ican pilots  from  the  only  colored'  air 
force  are  shot-down  and  captured,  then 
sent  to  live  in  the  all-white  barracks 
where  they  face  racism.  One  of  the 
pilots  is  framed  for  having  a  weapon 
underneath  his  bed.  The  Nazis  execute 
him  for  this  crime.  But  the  weapon  was 
put  there  by  a  white  soldier  who  want- 
ed him  to  die.  When  the  other  black 
pilot  finds  this  out,  he  avenges  his 
friend's  death  by  killing  the  white  man 
who  arranged  the  frame,  that  is  what 
we  are  lead  to  believe.  There  is  a  trial  to 


prove  the  inno- 
cence of  the 
pilot. 

"Hart's  War" 
just  worked  too 
hard  to  get  from 
A  to  B,  because 
the  ending  was 
in  no  way  a  log- 
ical conclusion 
to  the  beginning. 
No  matter  what  turns  were  inserted  into 
the  script.  So  much  of  the  plot  was 
glossed  over.  The  structure  is  well 
toned,  it  is  really  the  glue  to  the  movie. 
But  the  details  are  cracked. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  aspects 
of  the  movie  is  that  in  some  scenes,  the 
Nazi  Colonel  (Marcel  lures)  is  less 
racist  than  the  Americans  in  the  camp. 
The  acting  is  flawed,  but  it  is  over- 
shadowed by  the  actions.  Colin  Farrell 
plays  S.  Lt.  Hart,  and  Bruce  Willis 
plays  a  determined  army  commander. 
And  Marcel  lures  portrayal  of  the 
Colonel  is  rather  a  sight  to  watch.  He 
reminded  me  of  Jeremy  Irons. 

If  the  makers  of  the  movie  spent 
another  year  on  this  film,  it  would  have 
been  an  amazing  movie.  But  right  now, 
"Hart's  War"  is  just  a  good  movie. 


AltL 


The  official  2002  Oscar  preview 


By  Roger  Ro) 

On  Feb.  12th,  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences, 
announced  this  years  nominees  for  the 
74th  Academy  Awards.  This  year,  there 
were  a  feu  surprises  and  some  that  we 
knew  would  be  on  the  nomination  list. 

Leading  the  pack  with  13  nomina- 
tions is  J.R.R.  Tolkien's  adventure  fan- 
tasy classic  "Lord  Of  The  Rings:  The 
Fellowship  Of  The  Rings."  Following 
w  ith  8  nominations  each  is  the  biopic  of 
John  Nash  "A  Beautiful  Mind"  and  Baz 
Lurhman's  musical  "Moulin  Rouge!" 
Here  are  the  nominations: 

Up  for  Best  Picture,  the  nominees 
are.  "A  Beautiful  Mind,"  the  British 
murder  mystery/comedy  "Gosford 
Park."  the  moving  family  drama  "In 
The  Bedroom,"  the  hugely  successful 
"Lord  Of  The  Rings,"  and  the  stylishly 
purposely  overblown  "Moulin  Rouge!" 
Up  for  Best  Actor  in  a  Leading  Role. 
the  nominees  are:  Russell  Crow  e  for  "A 
Beautiful  Mind,"  Sean  Penn  for  his  role 
as  a  mentally  challenged  father  in  "I 
Am  Sam."  Will  Smith  for  the  boxing 
biopic  "Ali."  Denzel  Washington  in  his 
rogue  cop  performance  in  "Training 
Day."  and  Tom  Wilkinson  in  the  drama 
"In  The  Bedroom." 

Up  for  Best  Actress  in  a  Leading 
Role,  the  nominees  are:  Halle  Berry  in 
the  racial  film  "Monster's  Ball,"  Judi 
Dench  as  Iris  in  "Iris,"  Nicole  Kidman 
in  the  musical  "Moulin  Rouge,"  Sissj 
Spacek  as  the  mentally  tormented 
mother  in  "In  The  Bedroom."  and 
Renee  Zellweger  as  the  love  troubled 
british  in  "Bridget  Jones's  Diary." 

In  the  Best  Actor  in  a  Supporting 
Role,  the  nominees  are:  Jim  Broadbent 
for  "Iris,"  the  most  surprising  nominee 
this  year  is  Ethan  Hawke  for  "Training 


Day,"  Ben  Kingsley 
for  his  criminal  role 
in  Sexy  Beast,"  Ian 
McKellen  for  the 
wizard  Gandalf  the 
Grey  in  "Lord  Of 
The  Rings."  and  Jon 
Voight  for  portray- 
ing Howard  Cosell 
in  "Ali." 

For  Best  Actress 
in  a  Supporting 
Role,  the  nominees 
are:  Jennifer  Con- 
nelly as  the  devoted 
love  interest  in  "A 
Beautiful  Mind." 
Helen  Mirren  as  a 
loyal  servant  in 
"Gosford  Park." 
Maggie  Smith  in  her 
comedic  role  in 
"Gosford  Park." 
Marisa  Tomei  as  a 
troubled  mother  in 
"In  The  Bedroom," 
and  Kate  Winslet  for 
playing  the  younger 
Iris  in  "Iris." 

L'p  for  Best  Director,  the  nominees 
are  Ron  Howard  for  "A  Beautiful 
Mind."  Ridley  Scott  for  the  war  film 
"Black  Hawk  Down."  \eteran  director 
Robert  Altman  for  "Gosford  Park." 
Peter  Jackson  for  "Lord  Of  The  Rings." 
and  David  Lynch  for  the  most  messed 
up  (I  wanted  to  use  a  different  word 
instead  of  messed,  but  for  certain  rea- 
sons, I  could  not)  movie  this  year  "Mul- 
holland  Drive." 

Here  are  the  remaining  nominations: 

Writing  (Adapted  Screenplay):  "A 
Beautiful  Mind,"  "Ghost  World,"  "In 
the  Bedroom.""The  Lord  Of  The  Rings: 


FOTR,"  "Shrek." 

Writing  (Original 

j  Screenplay): 

V  "Amelie,"  "Gosford 

Park,"  "Memento," 

"Monster's      Ball," 

"The  Royal  Tenen- 

baums." 

Best  Foreign 
Language  Film: 
"Amelie"  (France), 
"Elling"  (Norway), 
"Lagaan"  (India), 
"No  Man's 

Land"(Bosnia- 
Herzegovina),  "Son 
of  the  Bride" 
(Argentina). 

In  the  new  cate- 
gory of  Best  Ani- 
mated Feature  are 
"Jimmy  Neutron: 
Boy  Genius," 

"Monsters,  Inc.," 
"Shrek." 

Best  Art  Direc- 
tion:        "Amelie," 
"Gosford       Park." 
"Harry    Potter   and 
the  Sorcerer's  Stone,"  "The  Lord  of  the 
Rings:  FOTR,"  "Moulin  Rouge!" 

Best  Cinematography:  "Amelie." 
"Black  Hawk  Down,"  "The  Lord  of  the 
Rings:  FOTR,"  "The  Man  Who  Wasn't 
There."  "Moulin  Rouge!" 

Best  Costume  Design:  "The  Affair 
of  the  Necklace,"  "Gosford  Park," 
"Harry  Potter  and  the  Sorcerer's  Stone," 
"The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  FOTR," 
"Moulin  Rouge!" 

Best  Film  Editing:  "A  Beautiful 
Mind,"  "Black  Hawk  Down,"  "The 
Lord  of  the  Rings:  FOTR,"  "Memen- 
to," "Moulin  Rouge!" 


Best  Makeup:  "A  Beautiful  Mind," 
"The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  FOTR," 
"Moulin  Rouge!" 

Best  Original  Score:  "A.I.  Artificial 
Intelligence,"  "A  Beautiful  Mind," 
"Harry  Potter  and  the  Sorcerer's  Stone," 
"The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  FOTR,"  "Mon- 
sters, Inc." 

Best  Original  Song:  "If  I  Didn't  Have 
You"  (Monsters,  Inc.),  "May  It  Be"  The 
Lord  of  the  Rings:  FOTR),  "There 
You'll  Be"  (Pearl  Harbor),  "Until"  (Kate 
&  Leopold),  "Vanilla  Sky"  (Vanilla 
Sky) 

Best  Sound  :  "Amelie,"  "Black 
Hawk  Down,"  "The  Lord  of  the  Rings: 
FOTR,"  "Moulin  Rouge,"  "Pearl  Har- 
bor." 

Best  Sound  Editing:  "Monsters, 
Inc,"  "Pearl  Harbor." 

Best  Visual  Effects:  "A.I.  Artificial 
Intelligence,"  "The  Lord  of  the  Rings: 
FOTR,"  "Pearl  Harbor." 

Best  Animated  Short  Film:  "Fifty 
Percent  Grey,"  "For  the  Birds,"  "Give 
Up  Yer  Aul  Sins,"  "Strange  Invaders," 
"Stubble  Trouble." 

Best  Live-Action  Short  Film:  "The 
Accountant,"  "Copy  Shop,"  "Gregor's 
Greatest  Invention,"  "A  Man  Thing 
(Meska  Sprawa),"  "Speed  for  Thespi- 
ans." 

Best  Documentary  Feature:  "Chil- 
dren Underground,"  "LaLee's  Kin:  The 
Legacy  of  Cotton,"  "Murder  on  a  Sun- 
day Morning,"  "Promises,"  "War  Pho- 
tographer." 

Best  Documentary  Short  Subject: 
"Artists  and  Orphans:  A  True  Drama," 
"Sing!"  "Thoth." 

The  Academy  awards  will  be 
announced  liye  on  Sunday,  March  24th. 


Denzel  battles  HMO  in  'John  Q' 


By  Roger  Roy 

"'John  Q"  is  probably  HMO's  worst  night- 
mare. 

We  meet  John  Q.  Archibald  (Denzel 
Washington),  he  is  a  hard-working,  decent 
engineer.  He  is  in  an  economical  troubled. 
His  family  falls  into  lower  class.  They  can 
barley  afford  to  pay  bills.  He  is  a  loyal  hus- 
band and  loving  father.  During  a  little 
league  game,  John's  son,  Mikey  (Daniel  E. 
Smith)  collapses.  He  is  rushed  to  the  hospi- 
tal and  there  they  find  out  that  Mikey's 
heart  has  a  rare  defect  (his  heart  is  three 


times  larger  then  it  should  be)  that  will 
cause  him  to  die  unless  he  gets  a  transplant. 

This  begins  the  main  part  of  the  movie, 
as  John  Q  slowly  faces  the  challenges  of  an 
unforgiving  HMO,  his  job  status  being 
lowered  to  not  cover  for  medical  care,  he 
unsuccessfully  fights  against  a  system  that 
won't  help  him.  He  takes  matters  into  his 
own  hands  and  takes  the  emergency  room 
hostage  and  demands  his  son  be  on  top  of 
the  donor  list. 

"John  Q"  has  storyline  that  lacks  some 
realism.  But  that  is  easily  overshadowed 


because  of  the  performance  by  Denzel 
Washington.  His  character  is  enjoyable  to 
watch.  His  portrayal  of  the  father  makes  me 
wish  a  lot  more  fathers  were  as  caring. 

The  movie  overall  should  only  be  seen 
for  one  reason,  Denzel.  He  was  amazing  in 
"Training  Day."  He  has  been  amazing  in 
anything  he  has  ever  done.  I  am  sure  if  he 
has  ever  done  a  student  film,  he  was  amaz- 
ing in  that  too.  Other  then  that,  this  movie 
is  one  to  rent. 

It  has  been  reported  that  director  Nick 
Cassavetes   was   drawn   to   this   movie 


because  of  his  own  daughter's  current  med- 
ical problem.  Apparently  she  is  having 
problems  with  her  heart.  I  do  not  know  if 
this  is  a  cry  for  help  for  donors,  or  if  he  is 
making  people  aware  of  certain  issues.  It  is 
not  clear  is  this  is  his  goal  or  not.  Which  is 
sad  in  a  way. 

Watch  for  the  cameo  by  recently 
deceased  director  Ted  Demme. 
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Fitchburg  State  students  win 
major  theater  awards 


Fitchburg,  Mass. -Fitchburg  State 
College  theater  students  swept  the 
prestigious  Irene  Ryan  Competition  at 
the  regional  Kennedy  Center/ Ameri- 
can College  Theater  Festival,  and  will 
travel  to  the  national  finals  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Amber  P.  Knight  and  Justin  Grace 
were  selected  as  the  best  individual 
actors  by  a  panel  of  judges  at  the  Dis- 
trict I  competition  at  Keene  State  Col- 
lege in  New  Hampshire.  Colleges  and 
universities  from  throughout  New 
England  competed,  with  156  pre- 
selected students  vying  for  the  two 
Ryan  slots. 

AThis  is  an  extraordinary  achieve- 
ment,@  said  Richard  McElvain,  a  pro- 
fessor of  English/theater  at  Fitchburg 
State,  and  an  award-winning  actor 
himself.  AIt=s  unheard  of  for  one  col- 


lege to  take  both  of  the  Ryan  awards, 
which  are  the  main  event  of  the  most 
important  college-level  acting  compe- 
tition in  New  England.  It=s  even  more 
amazing  given  that  our  theater  pro- 
gram has  only  been  in  place  for  a  few 
years,  and  is  relatively  small  com- 
pared to  those  of  other  colleges  in  the 
competition.  @ 

For  the  competition,  actors  prepare 
both  a  monologue  and  a  scene  to  per- 
form with  a  partner.  Christina  Bon- 
tempo,  who  partnered  with  Knight, 
was  named  best  partner  at  the  compe- 
tition. Grace=s  partner  was  Sara  Zif- 
cak,  who  graduated  from  the  college 
last  year.  All  four  will  travel  to  the 
Kennedy  Center  for  the  April  15 
finals. 

Knight  performed  a  scene  from 
AKarma,@  a  one-act  play  written  by 


Fitchburg  State  senior  Michele  Keat- 
ing. Grace=s  performance  was  taken 
from  David  Rabe=s  AHurley  Bur- 
ley.® 

Knight  and  Grace  were  nominated 
for  the  competition  based  on  their  per- 
formances in  AThe  Shadow  Box,@  a 
campus  production  directed  by  Cap 
Corduan  of  the  Industrial  Technology 
Department.  The  college=s  theater 
program  includes  a  technical  track  in 
theatrical  production. 

The  Irene  Ryan  Scholarships  pro- 
vide recognition,  honor,  and  financial 
assistance  to  outstanding  student  per- 
formers wishing  to  pursue  further  edu- 
cation. The  Irene  Ryan  Foundation 
offers  19  awards  and  two  fellowships 
annually.  Sixteen  of  the  awards  con- 
sist of  a  $500  scholarship  for  the  rep- 
resentatives from  the  eight  KCACTF 


regions.  There  are  two  scholarships  of 
$2,500  each  for  the  winners  at  the 
National  Festival  in  Washington,  D.C. 
In  addition,  the  student  judged  the 
Best  Partner  in  the  National  Auditions 
is  awarded  a  cash  prize  of  $250. 

The  American  College  Theater  Fes- 
tival was  started  in  1969  by  Roger  L. 
Stevens,  the  Kennedy  Center's  found- 
ing chairman.  The  Kennedy  Center 
American  College  Theater  Festival 
(KCACTF)  is  a  national  theater  pro- 
gram involving  students  nationwide 
and  a  network  of  more  than  600  acad- 
emic institutions  throughout  the  coun- 
try. KCACTF  provides  a  venue  where 
theater  departments  and  student  artists 
showcase  their  work  and  receive  out- 
side assessment. 
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Why  go  to  the  Fair? 
Because  jobs  are  offered, 
contacts  are  made,  and  your 
questions  are  answered. 
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Catching   unnecessary  Zzzz's? 


By  Daniel  DeNoon 

A  six-year  study  of  more  than  a 
million  Americans  shows  that  a 
good  night's  sleep  lasts  seven  hours. 
More  sleep  isn't  better.  People  who 
sleep  for  eight  hours  or  more  tend  to 
die  a  bit  sooner.  Six  hours'  sleep,  on 
the  other  hand,  isn't  that  bad. 

Study  leader  Daniel  F.  Kripke. 
MD,  tells  WebMD  that  this  is  good 
news  for  most  of  us.  The  average 
American  gets  six-and-a-half  hours 
of  sleep  on  a  weeknight. 

"You  really  don't  have  to  sleep  for 
eight  hours  and  you  don't  have  to 
worry  about  it,"  says  Kripke,  a  pro- 
fessor of  psychiatry  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  California,  San  Diego.  "It  is 
evidently  very  safe  to  sleep  only 


"It  is  evidently  very 

safe  to  sleep  only 

seven,  six,  or  even  five 

hours  a  night." 


seven,  six.  or  even 
five  hours  a  a 
night." 

The  findings 
confirm  earlier 
studies,  says 
sleep  expert 
Donald  L.  Bli- 
wise,  PhD.  direc- 
tor of  the   pro-  ^ 

gram  in  sleep,  aging,  and  chronobi- 
ology  at  Atlanta's  Emory  Universi- 
ty. However,  Bliwise  warns  that 
they  don't  mean  it's  good  to  get  way 
too  little  sleep  for  too  long. 

"Getting  a  couple  of  night's'  short 
sleep  is  nothing  to  be  concerned 
about,"  Bliwise  tells  WebMD.  "If 
someone  on  a  chronic  basis  is  truly 


Students  say  Public  Land  Pro- 
tection is  a  'Piece  of  Cake' 


Students  from  across  Massachu- 
setts gathered  today  at  the  State 
House,  delivering  a  message  that 
protecting  the  state's  public  lands  is 
"a  piece  of  cake."  Students  deliv- 
ered 16  cakes  to  state  senators, 
thanking  them  for  sponsoring  Sen- 
ate Bill  S.1109,  the  Public  Lands 
Preservation  Bill,  which  is  designed 
to  keep  public  land  protected  from 
land  transfers  for  development.  The 
cakes  were  iced  with  scenes  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  Massachusetts  and 
topped  with  2,500  signatures  from 
citizens  across  the  state. 

"Development  is  changing  the 
face  of  Massachusetts.  Around 
16,000  acres  of  public  lands  are 
developed  every  year.  What's 
worse,  over  230  different  plots  of 
public  land  have  been  sold  or  leased 
for  private  development  in  the  past 
decade.  The  Public  Lands  Preserva- 
tion Bill,  S.1109,  is  the  first  step  to 
protecting  our  natural  heritage,  and 
it  won't  cost  the  state  money," 
remarked  Andrea  Cimino, 
MassPIRG     campus  organizer  at 


FSC. 

The  bill,  currently  before  the  Sen- 
ate Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
would  prevent  the  sale  or  lease  of 
public  parks  and  forests  set  aside  for 
conservation.  By  ensuring  that  any 
public  lands  purchased  are  replaced 
by  equally  ecologically  valuable 
lands  somewhere  else  within  the 
community,  S.1109  is  a  "no  net 
loss"  policy  for  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  environmentally  valu- 
able parts  of  Massachusetts. 

Filling  the  halls  of  Beacon  Hill, 
students  met  with  legislators  and 
staff  about  protecting  public  lands 
across  the  state.  Phil  Healy,  a  fresh- 
man MassPIRG  student  at  FSC,  met 
with  local  state  senator  Robert 
Antonioni's  office. 

"The  day  was  a  huge  success. 
Students,  legislators  and  their  staff 
all  enjoyed  the  cakes  and  company 
and  redoubled  the  call  to  pass  The 
Public  Lands  Preservation  Bill.  For 
most  of  us  it  was  the  first  time  we 
had  met  with  a  public  official,"  said 
Healy. 


getting      a      short 
amount  of  sleep  - 
less     than     five 
hours,  night  after 
night  —  there  are 
some  concerns.  If 
you   are   a   long- 
haul  truck  driver 
getting  by  on  four 
7  hours    of    sleep, 
week  after  week,  that  is  just  not 
good." 

Kripke  and  co-workers  analyzed 
data  from  an  American  Cancer 
Society  study  conducted  between 
1982  and  1988.  The  study  gathered 
information  on  people's  sleep  habits 
and  health,  and  then  followed  them 
for  six   years.    Study   participants 


ranged  in  age  from  30  to  102  years, 
with  an  average  starting  age  of  57 
years  for  women  and  58  years  for 
men. 

Because  the  study  included  1.1 
million  people,  the  study  could 
detect  relatively  small  risks.  For  too 
much  sleep,  the  risk  of  death  over 
six  years  went  up  12%  for  people 
who  slept  eight  hours,  1 7%  for  those 
who  slept  nine  hours,  and  34%  for 
those  who  slept  10  hours. 

"For  10-hour  sleepers,  the 
increased  risk  of  death  was  about 
the  same  as  that  for  moderate  obesi- 
ty," Kripke  noted. 


Calendar  of  events 
and  activities 


Music  Stereotyping";  Ellis  White  Lecture 

Hall. 
Classic  Lunch  -  March  1,  noon; 
Sara  Wheeler;  Hammond.  LASO  Mr.  FSC  Contest  -  Feb. 

28,  9  p.m.-midnight;  McKay. 
An  Evening  With  Dave  Brubeck 
-  March  7,  8  p.m.;  $20  for  public,  Late  Night  Dance  Party  -  March 

$15  for  faculty  and  staff,  $10  for    2,  10  p.m.-2  a.m.;  Pub. 
students;  Weston  Auditorium. 

Sigma  Pi  Brother  Auction  - 
Film  March  7,  3  p.m.;  Pub. 


WITS  Movie  Night  -  March  4,  7 
p.m.;  "The  Sound  of  Music"; 
Underground. 

Special  events 

Black  History  Month  -  Feb.  26, 
noon;  keynote  speaker  Dr.  Emmett 
Price;  Hammond. 

Black  Light  Party  -  Feb.  28,  p.m.; 
$2;  Pub. 

Civil  Rights  Conference  Day  - 
Feb.  28,  9  a.m.- 1:30  p.m.;  sixth 
annual  event  with  the  theme  "Ethnic 


Visual  art 

"Evolution  of  Integrity"  - 
Through  March  1,  exhibition  of 
paintings  by  Victoria  Gobetz  Arico; 
Hammond  Gallery. 


** 


Listings  including  date,  time, 
location,  admission  fee,  sponsor  and 
contact  telephone  number  may  be 
sent  by  email  to  point@fsc.edu,  or 
by  campus  mail  to  The  Point,  Ham- 
mond Building. 


CAMPUS  CREATIONS 


POEM 

By  Francis  Mckinnon 

If  you  had  to  live  today, 
as  if  it  were  your  last, 
would  you  jump  to  future  plans 
or  reconcile  your  past? 

And  who  would  be  the  first  amongst 
the  many  you  would  see? 
And  would  those  visits  in  any  way 
set  your  spirits  free? 

Give  these  questions  thought, 
and  while  you  do  I'll  share, 
With  you  a  lasting  memory 
I  wish  was  never  there. 

I  had  a  friend  some  time  ago, 
who's  spirit  was  not  free. 
And  the  only  soul  to  reach  him, 
was  the  one  possessed  by  me. 

He  never  had  belief 
in  the  one  we  call  our  god. 
And  I  believe  he  felt  the  bible 
was  nothing  but  a  fraud. 

But  he  had  a  heart  of  gold, 
right  up  until  the  end. 
Because  in  his  darkest  hour, 
he  still  had  time  to  be  my  friend. 

I  held  him  in  my  arms 


as  he  pro- 
claimed his 
last  request. 
And  I  still 
pray  as  each 
day  goes  by, 
that  he  be  at 
p  eac  e  f u 1 
rest. 

I'd  like  to 
share  with 
you  those 
last  few 
thoughts 
that  he 

passed 
along  to  me. 
And  maybe 
that  will 
clarify 

how  to  set  |  Dragonfly  photograph 

your  spirits 
free. 

"I  know  this  is  the  end,"  he  said, 
as  he  grabbed  my  shaking  hand. 
"I  need  for  you  to  hold  your  tears, 
and  try  to  understand." 

"As  much  as  you  try  to  tell  me 
that  everything  is  okay, 
by  a  twist  of  fate,  my  time  is  done, 
and  soon  I'll  be  taken  away." 


"Now  if  I  would  have  known 
that  death  would  be  this  way, 
I  would  not  be  scared  right  now, 
or  feel  the  need  to  say." 

"But  as  I  lay  here  dying, 

I  am  seeing  others  fly, 

away  with  whom  you  know  as  god, 

into  that  big  castle  in  the  sky." 

"I  want  you  to  know 

that  you  are  my  only  friend. 


Lucky  me  to  be  here  with  you, 
right  up  until  the  end." 

"But  now  that  I  can  see  the  light, 
I'm  scared  of  where  I'll  go. 
If  only  I'd  believed  in  god, 
then  maybe  I  would  know." 

"If  I  had  more  time  on  earth, 
I'd  spend  it  all  with  him. 
He'd  take  away  my  worries 
and  bless  me  from  limb  to  limb." 

"But  now  I  don't  have  that  chance, 
so  one  more  thing  before  I  go, 
to  you  I  pass  this  message  on, 
so  in  the  future  you  will  know." 

"The  light  I  saw  is  gone  now, 
the  bible  is  no  fraud. 
It's  too  late  for  me,  but  not  for  you, 
spend  your  time  with  god." 


Now  back  to  the  questions 
I  asked  not  long  ago. 
Have  you  figured  them  out, 
or  do  you  still  not  know. 

I  suggest  you  think  them  over 

if  you  want  to  see 

the  light  that's  cast  be  the  lord  our  god, 

to  set  your  spirits  free. 


Irish  Dancers  entertain  crowd  with  ease 


By  Robin  L.  Kanter  and  Justin  D. 
Krumdick 

Fitchburg  State  College  was  dazzled  on 
February  22,  2002,  Friday  night  by  not 
your  ordinary  dancers.  The  Trinity  Irish 
Dancers  tapped  their  feet  all  the  way  from 
Chicago,  Illinois  to  excite  the  Weston 
Auditorium's  sold  out  crowd.  The  show 
was  sold  out  within  two  days  of  the  tickets 
going  on  sale.  The  dancers  ages  ranged 
from  14-20.  There  were  nineteen  dancers, 
which  included  one  boy.  From  when  you 
walked  in  those  doors,  you  were  embedded 
with  enthusiasm  and  excited  until  you 
walked  out.  The  music,  costumes,  and  the 
culture  all  were  exposed  to  us  in  one 
evening. 

The  Trinity  Irish  Dancers  put  on  a  total 
shindig  that  was  different.  This  was  not 
your  typical  Irish  step  dancing.  Typically, 
the  dancer  is  very  serious,  no  smiling, 
clapping,  or  showing  much  emotion.  The 
Trinity  dancers  are  just  the  opposite.  Their 
continuous  excitement  and  enjoyment  of 


each  dance  made  the  show  even  better.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  go  to  an  Irish  step  show 
and  get  into  it  because  of  the  seriousness. 
These  groups  of  young  adults  had  every- 
one enjoying  it  and  by  the  end  of  the  night 
standing  up  dancing  to  the  beat  of  the 
music.  They  performed  most  of  their 
numbers  to  upbeat  Irish  jigs,  but  also  had 
the  usual  show  dance  in  between. 

The  night  was  filled  with  vivid,  grand 
colors  and  a  show  of  great  dancing.  The 
show  started  with  a  riveting  number  called 
Step  About.  This  show  was  performed  in 
1991. 

There  was  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Billy 
Donahue,  who  was  about  the  age  of  eight. 
Donahue  did  a  solo  number  with  the  girls. 
This  was  an  impersonation  of  the  great 
Irish  dancer  Michael  Flatley.  The  Compa- 
ny did  a  collage  of  the  music  from  the 
Riverdance  show  from  the  1990's.  It  was  a 
humorous  rendition  of  a  classic  dancer. 
The  crowd  came  to  an  uproar  at  seeing  a 
young  boy  personate  Flatley  that  seemed 
so  lifelike.  The  boy  dressed  in  the  leather 


pants,  big  gold  belt,  no  shirt  (which  made 
the  little  girls  quiver),  and  with  the  big 
attitude  of  the  great  dancer. 

Three  musicians  accompanied  the 
dancers.  Brett  Lipshutz,  the  flutist,  Stone, 
the  drummer,  and  Jim  Dewan  who  was  the 
guitarist  and  singer,  were  set  on  stage. 

The  next  dance  was  Blackthorn,  which 
first  premiered  in  1992,  followed  by  Tre- 
ble Reel.  The  dancers  took  a  brief  break 
while  the  musicians  played  and  sang  a 
song.  The  show  went  by  fast  and  was 
filled  with  great  moves  and  music. 

The  Emmy-Award  winning  Choreogra- 
pher Mark  Howard  did  an  excellent  job 
with  the  different  dance  moves  and  tech- 
niques used.  The  show  ended  with  Celt 
Thunder,  which  changed  the  Irish  dance 
forever. 

The  costumes  were  perfect  filled  with 
bright  and  radiant  colors  with  a  dash  of 
traditionalism  attached.  They  showed  off 
the  Irish  heritage  well.  Most  were  very 
bright  in  color.  Their  colors  livened  West- 
on Auditorium  to  a  site  that  the  audience 


was  enthusiastic  to  see.  The  outfits 
reflected  the  numbers  they  were  perform- 
ing. Some  songs  were  more  lovely  then 
others.  For  the  more  upbeat  song,  brighter 
the  costume  was.  It  made  the  songs  and 
performers  stand  out. 

From  the  first  number  the  audience  was 
filled  with  excitement.  The  dancers  got 
the  audience  involved  by  stomping  their 
feet  and  clapping  their  hands. 

The  show  was  excellent  and  the  tickets 
were  worth  it.  Everyone  who  went  left 
with  a  happy  face.  The  best  part  of  the 
show  would  be  getting  to  meet  the  dancers 
after  outside  Weston  Auditorium.  There 
they  expresses  their  happiness  and  were 
eagerly  signing  autographs  for  everyone. 
The  crowd,  which  was  full  of  all  age 
groups,  we  think  will  agree  with  us,  that 
the  Trinity  Irish  Dancers  should  come  back 
next  year  for  an  encore  performance  of  a 
great  show  that  everyone  left  feeling  that 
they  got  their  moneys  worth. 
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The  Fall  of  Rome:  Italy  has 

seen  better  days 
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Across  Street  From  Beach! 
Walk  to  Night  Clubs! 

^^      6  "Real"  Breakfasts 
6  "Real"  Dinners 
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Call  Toll  Free  1  -800-222-4432 
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made  after  2/14/2002 

March  Madness 
at  the  Rec.  Center 

By  Skip  Daley 

With  the  college  basketball  season  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  the  pressure  gets  higher,  the 
games  get  more  intense  and  upsets  are  more 
upsetting.  The  NCAA  Division  I  Tourna- 
ment pits  64  of  the  country's  best  young  bas- 
ketball teams  together  in  one  of  the  most 
entertaining  sporting  events. 

.This  crazy  atmosphere  is  coming  to 
Fitchburg  with  the  March  Madness  3-on-3 
Basketball  Tournament,  sponsored  by  Sub- 
way The  event,  which  will  take  place  March 
21  and  April  1,  is  being  put  together  by  Matt 
Miller  and  Pete  Murray  of  Recreation  Ser- 
vices in  the  hopes  of  adding  a  little  extra  spice 
to  national-wide  tournament. 

"Both  nights  we  will  be  watching  the 
NCAA  tournament  games  on  a  big  screen 
television,"  said  Murray,  FSC's  Intramural 
Coordinator.  "Food  will  be  provided  by  Sub- 
way, and  there  will  be  couches  to  relax  on  and 
watch  the  game.  You  don't  have  to  be  in  the 
3-on-3  tournament  to  come  down  and  have  a 
good  time." 

Team  rosters  are  due  March  8.  If  you 
have  any  questons,  contact  Pete  Murray  at 
(978)665-3613. 

Gold,  Gold,  Bronze; 
The  Figure  Skating  math 

By  Jillian  Places 

The  Russians  Yelena  Berezhnaya  and 
Anton  Sikharulidze  -stood  on  their  podium 
and  were  given  their  Gold  medals  in  front  of 
all  their  friends  to  later  find  out  that  they 
would  not  be  the  only  winners.  Canadians 
Jamie  Sale  and  David  Pelletier  were 
informed  that  the  French  judge  was  under 
pressure  to  give  the  first  place  to  the  Russians 
when  in  fact  the  Canadians  skated  a  better 
show. 

On  February  11,  the  four  people  came 
together  and  were  joined  for  the  first  time  as 
Gold  medal  winners.  Both  national  anthems 
were  played  as  they  raised  the  Russian  and 
Canadian  flag  up. 

I  am  happy  that  both  were  awarded  the 
gold  medals  that  needed  to  be  awarded.  I  am 
glad  the  IOC  came  to  their  senses  and  did  not 
take  the  Russians  medals  back.  I  just  hope  the 
USA  can  pull  ahead  of  Germany  in  1  1 
the  medal  count.  Good  luck  USA. 


"Better  than  catch  with  your  Grandma." 


SPORTS 


Contact  us  at  PointSports@Hotmail.com 


Fitchburg  Men  looks  for  spark  against  Rams 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

It  was  a  season  of  achievement 
for  the  Men's  Basketball  team.  The 
first  winning  season  in  three  years,  a 
1,000  point  milestone  for  Issac 
Lane,  and  a  rejuvenated  attitude 
thanks  to  Coach  of  the  Year  Jack 
Scott.  The  team  had  two  First  Team 
All-Conference  players  in  Joe  How- 
ell and  Lane,  along  with  a  strong 
supporting  cast,  many  of  which 
were  freshmen. 

The  Falcons  were  flying  high 
as  the  entered  the  MASCAC  tourna- 
ment as  the  number  two  seed.  Their 
16-9  record,  7-5  in  the  MASCAC, 
put  them  in  excellent  position  to 
attain  their  preseason  goal  of  a  con- 
ference championship. 

Many  obstacles  were  in  the 
way  of  the  Falcon's  flight  to  victory, 
including  a  formidable  Framingham 
State  squad.  The  Rams  struggled 
throughout  the  season,  showing 
promise,  but  never  breaking  out. 


Led  by  their  talented  point  guard, 
Jason  Robbins,  Framingham  went 
into  the  tournament  with  upset  in 
their  eyes. 

Fitchburg  first  tournament 
game  was  against  the  lowly  Massa- 
chusetts College  of  Liberal  Arts. 
MCLA  played  well  against  the  Fal- 
cons in  their  previous  two  meetings 
during  the  season,  taking  one  game 
to  the  final  seconds,  but  only  man- 
aged a  3-9  record  in  the  conference. 

The  two  faced  off  for  the  third 
time  in  Fitchburg,  and  in  front  of  the 
home  crowd,  the  Falcons  excelled. 
Center  Pat  Reardon  kept  MCLA 
within  one  point  at  halftime,  but  the 
FSC  squad  proved  to  much  for  the 
Western  Mass.  Team,  avoiding  foul 
trouble  and  beating  them  85-65. 

Framingham  State  battled  the 
number  three  seed,  Westfield  State, 
a  preseason  favorite  among  MAS- 
CAC coaches.  The  Rams  kept  the 
game  close,  and  close  the  door  on 
Westfield  in  overtime  to  advance  to 


the  semi-finals. 

Salem  State  College  played 
host  the  final  two  rounds  of  the  tour- 
nament, and  the  compact  gymnasi- 
um was  full  of  energy.  Framingham 
brought  one  of  the  leagues  stingiest 
defenses,  which  the  Falcons  quickly 
duplicated,  causing  both  teams  to 
shoot  under  40  percent  in  the  first 
half.  Fitchburg  owned  the  boards 
though,  with  Howell  and  Tahir  Core 
pulling  down  a  combined  13 
rebounds  in  the  first  half;  Framing- 
ham's  team  total  was  13. 

The  Falcons  went  into  halftime 
with  a  three-point  lead,  and  came 
out  like  a  tornado.  They  pounced  on 
the  Rams,  opening  a  12-point  lead 
with  five  minutes  left  in  the  game. 

Framingham' s  Robbin's  stayed 
poised  though,  often  fighting  a  Fal- 
con full-court  press  everytime  he 
moved  down  the  court.  Even  play- 
ing the  entire  game,  Robbins  contin- 
ued to  attack  the  Falcon's  defense, 
allowing  his  team  back  into  the 


Lemieux  and  company  take  long-awaited  gold 


By  Robin  L.  Kanter 

Friday  night  the  USA  hockey  team  defeated  Rus- 
sia to  go  on  to  the  Gold  medal  game  in  the  2002 
Olympic  Games.    The  U.S.  out  skated,  outplayed,  and 
out  hustled  the  Russians  for  40 
minutes.  Boston  Bruins  right  wing 
Bill  Guerin,  Colorado  Avalanche 
forward  Scott  Young  and  Chicago 
Blackhawks     defenseman     Phil 
Housely  all  scored  on  power  plays 
for  the  U.S.,  out  shooting  the  Rus- 
sians 38-11  after  two  periods. 

The  Russians  did  not  let  USA 
get  away  without  a  fight.  They 
came  back  with  Pittsburgh  Pen- 
guins forward  Alexei  Kovalev  and 
New  York  Rangers  defenseman 
Vladimir  Malakhov,  who  scored 
two  minutes  apart  for  Russia  to 
open  the  final  frame,  trimming  the 
U.S.  lead  to  3-2  and  setting  the 
stage  for  a  frantic  final  17  minutes, 

It  was  a  great  game  by  the 
Americans,  giving  the  chance  to  face  Canada  for  the 
Gold  Medal. 

The  Gold  Medal  game  came  down  to  Sunday 
night,  where  the  USA  faced    a  strong  canuck  team. 


USA  took  the  lead  early  with  a  goal.  Tony  Amonte  of 
the  U.S.  opened  the  scoring  with  a  sharp  wrist  shot 
between  Martin  Brodeur's  pads  nine  minutes  into  the 
game.  It  was  a  game  filled  with  heart  but  Canada's 
strength  pulled  through,  winning 
the  country's  first  gold  medal  in 
50  years,  beating  the  U.S.  5-2. 

Tears  flew  as  the  final  sec- 
onds counted  down  before  their 
win.  Mario  Lemieux  played  his 
part  throughout  the  tournament, 
shaking  off  a  nagging  hip  injury 
to  spark  key  plays  in  each  of  the 
three  elimination  games. 

Joe  Sakic  said  '"Getting 
smoked  by 'Sweden  was  a  good 
lesson.  We  knew  we  had  to  get 
better  and  we  didn't  have  much 
time  so  everybody  just  dug  deep- 
er," said  Sakic,  the  most  valuable 
player  of  the  tournament. 

Hockey  is  a  religion  in 
Canada,  woven  into  the  fabric  of 
nearly  every  Canadian  soul  and  this  surely  showed  Sun- 
day night.  Congrats  Canada,  but  watch  out  because 
USA  will  be  back  in  four  years. 


game.  The  strong  backcourt  defense 
held  against  the  assault,  as  Howell, 
Core,  Rashad  Cope  and  Matthew 
Costello  played  aggressively,  but  a 
complete  lack  of  offensive  produc- 
tion caused  the  FSC  lead  to  dwindle. 

With  only  a  minute  left,  the 
Rams  took  the  lead,  and  the  wind 
from  FSC.  The  Falcons  attempted  to 
tying  the  game,  but  a  missed  lay-up 
by  Howell  and  a  unfortunate  travel- 
ing call  on  Lane  with  seconds  left 
secured  the  victory,  and  a  champi- 
onship game  berth  for  Framingham. 

While  FSC  may  have  been 
unable  to  capitalize  this  season,  the 
potential  is  there  for  next  season. 
Every  player  except  Chris  DaCosta, 
a  clutch  three-point  shooting  guard, 
are  able  to  return  next  year,  Scott 
will  continue  to  develop  as  a  coach. 
An  chance  at  the  taking  Salem 
State's  crown  may  be  a  long  shot 
right  now,  the  opportunity  will  be 
there  next  season  and  the  Falcons 
should  step  iip  to  the  challenge. 


Tourn  ament 
Results 

Men's  ice  Hockey 
Quarterfinals 

Wenthworth  2 
Fitchburg  1 

Jeff  Brodeur  scored  Fitch- 
burg's  only  goal  in  the  first 
period,  while  Jason  holt 
stopped  27  shots. 

Women's  Basketball 
Quarterfinals 

Westfield  65 
Fitchburg  49 

|    Samantha  Sweeny  had  17 
points  in  the  lost  to  West- 
field. 


